Him Her

For the sake of political correctness, I decided to deal with the “him / her” issue in the following way. I just wrote “him” when I was talking about a guy, and “her” when I was talking about a girl. Sound simple enough? I find reality is the easiest way to deal with things. We’re engineers, and we work well with reality. 
As for the theoretical representation of “hims” and “hers”, politics makes it more difficult to not offend somebody. But, a good engineer can always use reality to protect themselves from the whims of politics.

The actual proportion of guys to girls in the field of engineering is greater than the distribution represented in the real life examples of this book. This isn’t a disappointment for any bias, rather, it’s the way that it is. If we really want an accurate representation of the people in this industry (isn’t that what politics claims to desire? An accurate, unbiased, and fair representation of people in the world?), we will have to make up for the disproportionate representation illustrated with the real life examples used. The only way to do this is by always using the male gender in the abstract illustrations we will consider. When making an abstract illustration, we will probably always use “him.” 
If at any time you begin to feel offended, please simply substitute the feminine usage of the pronoun instead of the male usage. It won’t have any effect on the effectiveness of the illustration. The invitation has been extended, so if you get offended on any occasion through reading this book, just know that it’s your own fault that you have taken offense, and the power is in your hands to remove the offense you have taken.
Now speaking more seriously about this issue. In my experience, the age of sexism (and racism for that matter) is gone. It used to be a bias that was culturally and psychologically present, and to the benefit of us all, that bias has been removed. All through elementary school, high school, college, and my time in industry, I have never heard or observed anybody taking any kind of sexist or racist action. 
People have spent their lives to create this revolution, and to the benefit of us all, they have succeeded. Sure there may be a few old stragglers clinging to their notions, but we have places like the University of Michigan that unapologetically give broad favoritism to non-Caucasian individuals, so it all balances out. 
It’s time to move on with the new world we have created. It’s like the decade after America earned their independence from England. The war was fought and won, and it became time for the people of the new nation to move on with their lives. To continue printing and arguing about the tyranny of King George was a waste of time and energy. Likewise, to continue taking offense about race or sex is ridiculous. 
In my experience, out culture has become the meritocracy envisioned by the leaders of this revolution. People are evaluated without concern for sex or race. Not blind to sex or race, but unconcerned about sex or race. All people are equally judged according to their qualities. Not judged equal in spite of their qualities, but equally judged according to their qualities. 

Blindness and forced judgment never lead to a better world. Engineers spend their lives in analysis and testing, all in an effort to remove every possible blindness for their design decisions. After removing that blindness, if they disregard the results of their analysis and testing (their judgment), just because political forces want a different conclusion (or judgment), then we get events like the Challenger blowing up less than two minutes into launch.  

Similar things happen on a societal level when we apply blindness and bypass judgment with regard to sex and race. It was blindness and holding to invalid judgments that led to sexism and racism in the first place. 

It is by opening our eyes to reality, and acknowledging the reality before us, that we grow as individuals and as a civilization. If we make laws about shutting our eyes to an individual’s sex or race, we won’t get equality. We will get random osmosis, but not equality. However, if we open our eyes, and this belief in potential regardless of sex or race really is true (as I believe it is), then it will become apparent. We don’t need to worry about forcing the judgment. The judgment will be the naturally occurring product of observation. This theory, having been put into application over the span of my existence on this earth, it appears to me (and many others) that the belief true.
The culture of sexism and racism has been removed. The revolution has occurred, and the new world is thriving. Let’s stop fighting the old war, beat our swords into plowshares, and continue building this better world. 

